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Students will 
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Notes 
 

 

Critical Content Outlines are designed to identify those objectives that the typical student at this grade level is expected to perform independently.   
Classroom instruction will need to review/ reinforce Critical Content from prior grades and to introduce concepts that are Critical Content at upcoming 
grades.  Critical Content Outlines from prior and upcoming grades will be valuable for differentiating instruction to meet specific student needs within the 
class. 
 
April 6, 2004 Page 1 of 9 Douglas County School District 

Overarching Concepts  
Geography 
Define and identify on a physical map, 

with a key, the following features:  
• Mountains 
• River 
• island  
• lake 
• desert 
• coast 
• ocean 
• peninsula 
• gulf 
• plain 

Know cardinal and intermediate 
directions by accurately creating a 
compass rose 
Understand different components of 

maps, including: 
• Compass rose 
• Legend or key 
• Title 
• Scale or grid 
• Symbols for major cities and 

towns, capitals and boundaries 
by identifying and using the 
components on a map. 

Identify by locating and labeling on a 
globe or representation of a globe the 
following elements: 

• Hemispheres 
• Latitude and longitude, 

equator, Tropic of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Prime Meridian, 
Arctic Circle 

• North and South Poles 
Using latitude and longitude 
coordinates, identify locations on a 
globe or representation of a globe 
Given a number of locations, 
determine the latitude and longitude 
coordinates on a globe or 

 
A.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A.2.1 
 
 
A.2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A.3.2 
 
 
 

Mastery of coast, peninsula, tributary, 
mouth, gulf, delta 
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representation of a globe. 
 
Without the use of any particular 
reference material, label at least 40of 
the 50 states on a US map with 
political boundaries. 
 
Given a state in the US, describe the 
cardinal or intermediate direction 
traveled to return to Nevada, without 
using any reference material. 

A.3.3 
 
 
 
 
A.5.2 
 
 
 
 
A.5.3 

 
 
 
 
 
8 ALT questions 

Economics 
Demonstrate that the definition of 
barter, is “the exchange of items 
or services for mutual advantage: 
by defining, role playing, 
illustrating, or explaining with 
personal and content related 
examples. 
 
Know that the definition of a 
Resource is, “something that 
people use or need for survival or 
profit”, and that a resource has 
value.  
 
Demonstrate a basic 
understanding of economics by 
giving the definition. 
Understand the link between 
major historical events and 
economics such as motivations 
for: 

• Exploration/expansion 
• Inventions/technological 

advances 
• wars 

 
B.1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
B.6.1 
B.6.2 
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Government 
Demonstrate a basic 
understanding of government and 
recognize different forms of 
government: 

• democracy 
• monarchy 
• dictatorship 

Recognize the U.S. governmental 
leadership roles, including but not 
limited to: 

• President 
• Vice President 
• Senator 
• Congressional Representative 
• Governor 
• Mayor 

Understand that the government has 
certain basic functions in a society, 
including but not limited to: 

• Creation of laws 
• Citizen responsibilities (i.e. 

voting, jury duty, obeying the 
laws) 

• Community services 
 
 

  
C.1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C.1.3 

 

Historical Thinking 
Apply modes of historical  
thinking: chronology,  
historical comprehension,  
research, analysis, and  
decision making 
 

D 
Historical thinking 

is 
Stressed throughout 

the 
following 

objectives 
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Historical Tools and Skills 
Current Events 1.5.1 

 
 

Chronology 1.5.2  
A.9.1 
C.15.1 

 
Create a timeline given historical 
events 

Inquiry 2.5.1 
 

 

Research & Analysis 2.5.2 
D.1.2 
 

Find relevance in historical events by 
describing why and event is 
significant 

Informational Tools C.11.1 Flow chart, Venn diagram, sequence 
chain 
 

Chronological Objectives – Review  
Early Explorations of North 
America 

- Identify explorations of the  
Vikings in North America 

 
 
 
- Define Hunters/Gatherers 

4.5.1 
A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
3.5.1, A.2 

Adventure in Time and Place: A 
Young Nation  
-Chapters 3-4 Lessons 1, 2, and 3 
-Indians of North America video 
First Americans 
-Chapters 2-12 
 
1 ALT question 

Discovery/Exploration 
- Describe expeditions of early 

explorers including: Christopher 
Columbus, Ferdinand Magellen, 
Amerigo Vespucci, Ponce de 
Leon, de Vaca, De Soto, 
Coronado, Dias, Cortes 

- Describe relationships among 
Native Americans, Europeans, 
and Africans 

- Impact on Native American way 
of life 

- Understanding that people move 
for a variety of reasons by giving 
and explaining a historical and a 
current example. 

- Migration 
- Water routes to Asia 
- Trade 
- Resources 
- Religion/Culture 
- Spanish/Portuguese/English/ 
      French/Dutch 

 
5.5.7   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.5.8 
A.6.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A.7.1 

Adventures in Time and Place: A 
Young Nation 
-Chapter 5, Lesson 3 
-Chapter 6, Lesson 1-3 
-Chapter 10, Lesson 1 
First Americans 
-Chapters 13-19, 22, 23, 25, 26 
 
6 ALT Questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dutch- Making 13 Colonies 
-Chapters 24 and 25 
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Chronological Objectives – Emphasize  
Colonization 

- Describe colonial life in North 
America 

- Religious and Political freedoms 
- Geographical/economic/cultural 

regions 
- Exports/imports 
- New England/Middle/South 
- African Slave Trade 
- Indentured Servants 
- European Culture vs. Native 
- Where and why colonies 

established 
- House of Burgesses/town 

meetings 
- Colonial ties to Europe other 

than Britain 
- First settlements by Europeans 
- Relationships with Native 

Americans 

 
5.5.11   
  
 
   
 
 
 
   
 
 
           
 
 
 
    
 
 
5.5.8       

Adventures in Time and Place: A 
Young Nation 
-Chapter 7, Lessons 1-3 
-Chapter 8, Lessons 1-3 
-Chapter 9 Lessons 1-4 
-Chapter 10 
-Chapter 11 
-13 Colonies Video 
Making 13 Colonies 
Chapters 2-12 
4 ALT Questions  

American Revolution 
Identify the events that led to the 
Declaration of Independence 

- French and Indian War (as 
economic cause) 

- Laws and taxes (The Acts) 
- Colonial Response 
• Committee of Correspondence 
• Boycotts 
• Propaganda (such as the 

Boston Massacre) 
   -    Differing views 

• Loyalists 
• Patriots 
• Tories 
• Quakers and other neutrals 

   -    Sons of Liberty 
   -    First event of American  
   -    Revolution 

• Minutemen 
• “Shot Heard ‘Round the World 
• Lexington and Concord 
• George Washington chosen as 

Commander in Chief 

 
6.5.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adventures in Time and Place: A 
Young Nation 
-Chapter 11 and 12 
From Colonies to Country 
-Chapter 14, 16-18, 20, 21, 27, 28, 31 
11 ALT questions 
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Declaration of Independence 
• Four parts 
• Authors 

   -     Patrick Henry speech 
   -     Bunker Hill (moral victory) 

- Trenton and crossing the   
      Delaware 

   -     Major battles 
• Lexington 
• Saratoga 
• Yorktown 
• Valley Forge 
• Trenton 

   -    Key Figures 
• Ben Franklin 
• George Washington 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.5.5 

Building a Government 
  -    Articles of Confederation 
  -    Constitutional Convention 
  -    Election of a President 
Know that the U.S. Constitution is by 
stating, orally or in writing, that it 
establishes the roles of the three 
branches of government and 
guarantees, through the Bill of Rights, 
certain freedoms all people are entitled 
to.  
 

 
 
 
 
C.3.1 
 
 
 
          
 
 

Adventures in Time and Place: A 
Young Nation 
-Chapter 13 
-Reference pages 30-53 
From Colonies to Country 
-Chapter 32, 35-40, 42 
2 ALT questions 
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Industrialization/Nationalism 
 

- Describe the relationship 
between the War of 1812 and the 
national anthem 

- Identify the contributions of the 
inventors and discoverers, 
including 

• Wright Brothers 
• Thomas Edison 
• Alexander Graham Bell 
• George Washington Carver 

- Identify symbols and customs of 
American patriotism. 

- Recognize the words/music, 
identify the title, and describe the 
associated customs for: 

• The Pledge of Allegiance 
• The national anthem 

 
- Describe the distinction between 

Veterans Day and memorial Day 
- Describe the significance 
      of Labor Day 
 

 
 

          
 
6.5.14 
 
 
7.5.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C.12.1 
 
 
C.12.2 
 
 
7.5.17 
 
7.5.11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bald eagle, flag, national holidays, 
voting, national monuments 
4 ALT questions 
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Westward Movement/Nevada 
History 
 
Locate Nevada’s earliest Native 
American inhabitants, known as 
Desert Archaic people. 

 
Identify Nevada’s native American 
cultures, including: 

• Northern Paiute 
• Southern Paiute 
• Washoe 
• Western Shoshone 

Describe experiences of       pioneers 
moving west, including: 

• Donner Party 
• Oregon and California Trails 

Identify explorers and settlers in 
preterritorial Nevada, including: 

• Kit Carson  
• John C. Fremont 

Explain the symbols, mottos, and 
slogans related to Nevada, including: 

• “Battle Born” 
• state seal 
• Silver State 
• State flag 

 

 
 
 
3.5.5 
 
 
 
5.5.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.5.17 
 
 
 
 
6.5.18 
 
 
 
6.5.22 

 
To be covered in 4th grade Social 
Studies 

Civil War 
 

- Identify the Civil War and final 
outcome, including: 

• Union and Confederacy 
• Generals Grant and Lee 

  
 
6.5.21 
 

Adventures in Time and Place: A 
Young Nation 
-Chapter 16 Lesson 1 and 2 
-Chapter 17, All Lessons 
-Civil War video 
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Chronological Objectives – Beyond Reconstruction TT 
 
 
 Inter-War Period 

- Identify the major events of the 
Great Depression, such as: 

• Stock market crash 
• Dust Bowl 
• Migration 
• Hoover Dam 

World War II 
- Identify the United States’ 

participation in World War II, 
such as: 

• Pearl Harbor 
• Homefront 
• D-Day 
• Atomic bomb 

Civil Rights 
- Identify the major points in 

Martin Luther king Jr.’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech. 

Developments in 20th Century 
- Identify major advancements in 

science and technology, 
including: 

• Television 
• Computers 

Government Today 
- Based on Constitution Today 
- Preamble, Articles, Bill of Rights 

and other amendments 
- Roles of three branches of 

government 
• Checks and balances 
• Separation of powers 
• Bills becoming law 
• Voting and citizenship 

 
8.5.5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.5.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.5.8 
 
 
9.5.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adventures in Time and Place: A 
Young Nation  
-Chapter 13 
From Colonies to Country 
-Chapters 39-42 
7 ALT questions 

 


